North Florida Community College
Assessment Report

Departmental
Instructional Unit:

Assessment Period
Covered:

Section 1

Social Sciences

. Think critically

OUAWN R

. Communicate through clear and effective writing
Communicate through clear and effective oral presentations
. Read comprehensively and critically

. Effectively use computers and other technologies
. Develop and apply mathematical skills and logical reasoning

NFCC General Ed Competencies Key:

7. Develop and apply scientific reasoning

8. Develop and apply ethical principles

9. Appreciate the arts and humanities

10. Develop knowledge of history

11. Develop media and information literacy
12. Appreciate human and cultural diversity

Department  Kozlowski

Chairperson:

Fall 2005 — Summer 111-B 2006

Section 2 (Complete one for each outcome listed)

Section 3 (Complete one for each outcome listed)

Intended Instructional
Unit Outcomes (learning
objectives):

Assessment of Outcomes

Use of Results: Explain use of the assessment results to
improve instructional unit (curriculum changes, delivery
methods, etc.)

1.) | 70% of students will
demonstrate
proficiency in
writing by achieving
agrade of C or
better on essays and
/ or a research

paper

NFCC General Ed
Competencies Addressed (list
by number):

1,4

Means of assessment and
criteria for success: (list all
assessment activities used for
this objective)

In class essay
Out of class essay
Research paper

All with grade of ‘C’ or better

Results of assessment activities:

78% of students demonstrated
writing competencies by scoring
a grade of ‘C’ or better on
essays and a research paper.

Even though we achieved this learning objective, a new
textbook was adopted that would provide students greater
opportunities for web-based learning.

The 22% that did not demonstrate proficiency in writing
were referred to the student success center for reading and
writing.

2.) | 85% of students will
clearly and
effectively
communicate an
understanding of a
topic in the social
sciences discipline
by presenting an oral
presentation in class
and achieving a
grade of C or

NFCC General Ed
Competencies Addressed (list
by number):

2,4,5,8,11

Means of assessment and
criteria for success: (list all
assessment activities used for
this objective)

Oral presentation using a
technology component (ie web-
based, PowerPoint)

Grade of “C’ or better based on
presentation checklist

Results of assessment activities:

86% of students clearly and

This learning objective has been achieved consistently for
the past two semesters. Therefore, the criteria for the grading
checklist has been reviewed and the grading criteria has been
made more challenging by extending the presentation length
and adding a web-based component to the presentation.

The 14% of students who did not clearly and effectively
communicate an understanding of a social science topic
were given additional guidance and structure for future
presentations.




better.

effectively communicated an
understanding of a social
science topic by achieving a
grade of “C’ or better on an oral
presentation.

3)

80% of students will
demonstrate critical
thinking skills in the
social sciences
discipline by
achieving a grade of
C or better in
discipline specific
problem solving
exercises.

NFCC General Ed
Competencies Addressed (list
by number):

1,234

Means of assessment and
criteria for success: (list all
assessment activities used for
this objective)

Multiple choice tests

Classroom Assessment
Techniques

e.g., 1-minute papers, course
focus groups, free-writing, etc.

All with grade of ‘C’ or better

Results of assessment activities:

77% of students demonstrated
critical thinking skills in the
social sciences discipline by
achieving a grade of ‘C’ or
better in discipline specific
problem solving exercises.

This learning objective has not been achieved therefore more
collaborative group learning activities aimed at increasing
critical thinking skills will be implemented for Summer I11-
B courses.

4.)

95% of social
sciences students
will effectively use
computers or other
forms technology to
research and explain
a social science topic
in the form of a
presentation with a
grade of ‘C’ or
better.

NFCC General Ed
Competencies Addressed (list
by number):

5 11

Means of assessment and
criteria for success: (list all
assessment activities used for
this objective)

PowerPoint presentation
evaluated using departmental
rubrics with a grade of ‘C’ or
better.

Results of assessment activities:

91% of social sciences students
effectively used computers or
other forms technology to
research and explain a social
science concept

This learning objective has not been achieved therefore the
following steps have been implemented beginning Summer
Term 111-B:

e Students were referred to tutors in the computer lab.
e Models of successful student presentations were
provided for student use.




