POpUlOf picks for Days of Gold by Jude Deveraux
& college students...

The second book and prequal in the multi-
generational Edilean series, Days of Gold is a
sweeping romance set in 1766 Sotland.
' o - English-born Edilean Talbot is very out of
{/ ¢ place when she arrives in 1766 Scotland to
1 live with her uncle. A pressing problem
Boo ks you - o presents itself when her uncle plans to
marry off the rich, beautiful and well-
educated Edilean to one of his unsavory
friends the moment she turns 18. Reluctantly, Angus McTern, the highland hunk who laughs at Edilean even as he
falls for her, helps her escape and accompanies her on a transatlantic voyage acting the role of husband. Once in
Boston, they go their separate ways, later reuniting when old friends help Edilean dispense with an enemy

Altar of Eden by James Rollins

Following the fall of Baghdad, two Iragi boys stumble upon armed men looting the city zoo. The floodgates have
been opened for the smuggling of hundreds of exotic birds, mammals, and reptiles to Western nations, but this
crime hides a deeper secret. Amid a hail of bullets, a concealed underground weapons lab is ransacked—and
something even more horrific is set free. Seven years later, Louisiana state veterinarian Lorna Polk stumbles upon
a fishing trawler shipwrecked on a barrier island. The crew is missing or dead, but the boat holds a frightening
cargo: a caged group of exotic animals, clearly part of a black market smuggling ring.

Dead Until Dark by Charlaine Harris

This is the first novel in the Sookie Stackhouse series. Sookie is a waitress who has a very special talent. She can
read minds. Sookie sees this as a curse and would rather the voices in her head stop. At work one day she meets
someone who she doesn’t “hear”. Vampire Bill walks in and turns her life upside down. After that day, life in Bon
Temps, Louisiana is never the same for anyone.

The Girl Who Fell From the Sky by Heidi W. Durrow

This debut novel tells the story of Rachel, the daughter of a Danish mother and a black G.I. who becomes the sole
survivor of a family tragedy. With her strict African American grandmother as her new guardian, Rachel moves to
a mostly black community, where her light brown skin, blue eyes, and beauty bring mixed attention her way.
Growing up in the 1980s, she learns to swallow her overwhelming grief and confronts her identity as a biracial
young woman in a world that wants to see her as either black or white. In the tradition of Jamaica Kincaid's Annie
John and Toni Morrison's The Bluest Eye, here is a portrait of a young girl— and society's ideas of race, class, and
beauty. It is the winner of the Bellwether Prize for best fiction manuscript addressing issues of social justice.

Impact by Douglas Preston

Wyman Ford is tapped for a secret expedition to Cambodia... to locate the source of strangely beautiful gemstones
that do not appear to be of this world. A brilliant meteor lights up the Maine coast... and two young women borrow
a boat and set out for a distant island to find the impact crater. A scientist at the National Propulsion Facility
discovers an inexplicable source of gamma rays in the outer Solar System. He is found decapitated, the data
missing. High resolution NASA images reveal an unnatural feature hidden in the depths of a crater on Mars... and it
appears to have been activated. All of these stories converge to make for an exciting and fascinating novel.

Swan Thieves by Elizabeth Kostova

Psychiatrist Andrew Marlowe, devoted to his profession and the painting hobby he loves, has a solitary but ordered
life. When renowned painter Robert Oliver attacks a canvas in the National Gallery of Art and becomes his patient,
Marlow finds that order destroyed. Desperate to understand the secret that torments the genius, he embarks on a
journey that leads him into the lives of the women closest to Oliver and a tragedy at the heart of French
Impressionism.

Breathless by Dean Koontz

In the stillness of a golden September afternoon, deep in the wilderness of the Rockies, a solitary craftsman, Grady
Adams, and his magnificent Irish wolfhound Merlin step from shadow into light...and into an encounter with
enchantment. That night, through the trees, under the moon, a pair of singular animals will watch Grady's isolated
home, waiting to make their approach. A few miles away, Camillia Rivers, a local veterinarian, begins to unravel
the threads of a puzzle that will bring all the forces of a government in peril to her door.At a nearby farm, long-
estranged identical twins come together to begin a descent into darkness...In Las Vegas, a specialist in chaos
theory probes the boundaries of the unknowable...On a Seattle golf course, two men make matter-of-fact
arrangements for murder...Along a highway by the sea, a vagrant scarred by the past begins a trek toward his
destiny.



Saving CeeCee Honeycutt

Twelve-year-old CeeCee Honeycutt is in trouble. For years, she has been the caretaker of her psychotic mother,
Camille-the tiara-toting, lipstick-smeared laughingstock of an entire town-a woman trapped in her long-ago
moment of glory as the 1951 Vidalia Onion Queen. But when Camille is hit by a truck and killed, CeeCee is left to
fend for herself. To the rescue comes her previously unknown great-aunt, Tootie Caldwell. In her vintage Packard
convertible, Tootie whisks CeeCee away to Savannah's perfumed world of prosperity and Southern eccentricity, a
world that seems to be run entirely by women. From the exotic Miz Thelma Rae Goodpepper, who bathes in her
backyard bathtub and uses garden slugs as her secret weapons, to Tootie's all-knowing housekeeper, Oletta Jones,
to Violene Hobbs, who entertains a local police officer in her canary-yellow peignoir, the women of Gaston Street
keep CeeCee entertained and enthralled for an entire summer.

Dear John by Nicholas Sparks

From the back cover: When Savannah Lynn Curtis comes into his life, John Tyree knows he is ready to turn over a
new leaf. An angry rebel, he had enlisted in the army after high school, not knowing what else to do. Then, during
a furlough, he meets Savannah, the girl of his dreams. The attraction is mutual and quickly grows into the kind of
love that leaves Savannah vowing to wait for John while he finishes his tour of duty. But neither can foresee that
9/11 is about to change the world. Like so many proud men and women, John must choose between love and
country. Now, when he finally returns to North Carolina, John will discover how love can transform us in ways we
never could have imagined.



